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§ 560.6 Procedures for closing meet-
ings.

(a) A meeting or portions thereof
may be closed and information pertain-
ing to such meeting or portions thereof
may be withheld under § 560.5 of this
part only when a majority of the mem-
bers of the Commission vote to take
such action.

(b) A separate vote of the members of
the Commission shall be taken with re-
spect to each meeting or portion there-
of proposed to be closed and with re-
spect to information which is proposed
to be withheld. A single vote may be
taken with respect to a series of meet-
ings or portions thereof which are pro-
posed to be closed, so long as each
meeting or portion thereof in such se-
ries involves the same particular mat-
ter and is scheduled to be held no more
than thirty days after the initial meet-
ing in such series. The vote of each par-
ticipating Commission member shall
be recorded, and no proxies shall be al-
lowed.

(c) A person whose interests may be
directly affected by a portion of a
meeting may request in writing that
the Commission close that portion of
the meeting for any of the reasons re-
ferred to in § 560.5(a) (5), (6) or (7) of
this part. Upon the request of a Com-
missioner, a recorded vote shall be
taken whether to close such meeting or
a portion thereof.

(d) Before the Commission may hold
a meeting that is closed, in whole or
part, a certification shall be obtained
from the General Counsel that, in his
or her opinion, the meeting may prop-
erly be closed. The certification shall
be in writing and shall state each ap-
plicable exemptive provision from
§560.5(a) of this part.

(e) Within one day of a vote taken
pursuant to this section, the Commis-
sion shall make publicly available a
written copy of such vote reflecting the
vote of each Commissioner.

(f) In the case of the closure of a
meeting or portions thereof, the Com-
mission shall make publicly available
within one day of the vote on such ac-
tion a full written explanation of the
reasons for the closing together with a
list of all persons expected to attend
the meeting and their affiliation.

§ 560.7 Recordkeeping requirements.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in
this section, the Commission shall
maintain either a complete transcript
or electronic recording of the proceed-
ings of each meeting, whether opened
or closed.

(b) In the case of either a meeting or
portions of a meeting closed to the
public pursuant to § 560.5(a) (8) or (10) of
this part, the Commission shall main-
tain a complete transcript, an elec-
tronic recording, or a set of minutes of
the proceedings. If minutes are main-
tained, they shall fully and clearly de-
scribe all matters discussed and shall
provide a full and accurate summary of
any actions taken and the reasons for
which such actions were taken, includ-
ing a description of the views expressed
on any item and a record reflecting the
vote of each Commissioner. All docu-
ments considered in connection with
any action shall be identified in the
minutes.

(c) The transcript, electronic record-
ing, or copy of the minutes shall dis-
close the identity of each speaker.

(d) The Commission shall maintain a
complete verbatim copy of the tran-
script, a complete electronic recording,
or a complete copy of the minutes of
the proceedings of each meeting for at
least two years, or for one year after
the conclusion of any Commission pro-
ceeding with respect to which the
meeting was held, whichever occurs
later.

§ 560.8 Public availability of records.

(a) The Commission shall make
available to the public the transcript,
electronic recording, or minutes of a
meeting, except for items of discussion
or testimony that relate to matters the
Commission has determined to contain
information which may be withheld
under § 560.5 of this part.

(b) The transcript, electronic record-
ings or minutes of a meeting shall be
made available for public review as
soon as practicable after each meeting
at the Marine Mammal Commission,
1625 I Street NW., Washington, DC
20006.

(c) Copies of the transcript, a tran-
scription of the electronic recording, or
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